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Overview and Research Objectives

The City of San Bruno commissioned Godbe Research to conduct a survey of local voters 
with the following research objectives: 
 Gauge satisfaction with the City’s provision of services and management of public 

funds;
 Gauge the public’s perceptions of where the economy is headed and the City’s efforts 

to address the coronavirus crisis;
 Assess potential voter support for a bond measure to upgrade fire stations; modernize 

the San Bruno Library; improve neighborhood parks, ballfields and playgrounds; and 
repair deteriorating storm drains with funding that cannot be taken by the State; 

 Prioritize projects and programs to be funded with the proceeds;  
 Test the influence of informational and critical statements on potential voter support; 
 Identify the rate at which voters will support the measure; 
 Asses potential voter support for additional measures including a commercial real 

estate property transfer tax, amendment to the municipal code to rotate the Mayor 
position among Council Members, and amendment to the municipal code to limit 
service for City Council Members and Mayor to 3 consecutive 4-year terms; and

 Identify any differences in voter support due to demographic and/or voter behavioral 
characteristics.
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Methodology Overview

 Data Collection Landline (15), cell (78), text to online (311), and 
email to online (42) interviewing 

 Universe 11,400 Likely November 2022 Voters

 Fielding Dates May 11 to May 18, 2022

 Interview Length 25 minutes

 Sample Size 446

 Margin of Error ± 4.55%

The data have been weighted to reflect the actual population characteristics of likely voters in the 
City of San Bruno in terms of their gender, age, and political party type.  
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Key Findings
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Q1. Satisfaction With City’s Provision of
Services
Likely November 2022 Voters

Very satisfied
14.3%

Somewhat 
satisfied

44.4%

Somewhat 
dissatisfied

19.1%

Very 
dissatisfied

12.3%

DK/NA
9.8%

Nov 2020 Nov 2022
Total Satisfied 63.9% 58.8%
Total Dissatisfied 20.2% 31.4%
Ratio Sat to Dissat 3.2 1.87
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Q2. Favorability Rating of the City’s 
Management of Public Funds
Likely November 2022 Voters

Very favorable
9.9%

Somewhat 
favorable

35.2%

Somewhat 
unfavorable

26.1%

Very 
unfavorable

15.1%

DK/NA
13.6%

Nov 2020 Nov 2022
Total Favorable 43.3% 45.1%
Total Unfavorable 34.8% 41.3%
Ratio Fav to Unfav 1.2 1.09
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Q3. Opinion on Direction of Economy in 
6 Months
Likely November 2022 Voters

Better
13.6%

About the same
37.7%

Worse
43.7%

DK/NA
5.0%

Nov 2020 Nov 2022
Better 27.0% 13.6%
About the same 18.2% 37.7%
Worse 43.6% 43.7%
DK/NA 11.2% 5.0%
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Q4. Favorability Rating of How the City 
is Addressing the COVID Crisis
Likely November 2022 Voters

Very favorable
29.2%

Somewhat 
favorable

39.3%

Somewhat 
unfavorable

8.9%

Very 
unfavorable

3.8%

DK/NA
18.8%

Nov 2022
Total Favorable 68.5%
Total Unfavorable 12.7%
Ratio Fav to Unfav 5.39
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Q5. First Test of Support for Bond Measure
Likely November 2022 Voters

Shall City of San Bruno adopt a 
measure to:
• upgrade fire stations ensuring 

operation during earthquakes/ 
natural disasters;

• modernize the San Bruno Library 
for children, teen, adult and senior 
services/ programs; 

• improve neighborhood parks, 
ballfields and playgrounds for safe, 
clean places to play; and

• repair deteriorating storm drains to 
prevent flooding and water 
pollution;

by authorizing $124 million dollars in 
bonds, at legal rates, levying 3 cents 
per $100 assessed value while bonds 
are outstanding, generating $6.6 
million dollars annually, with citizen 
oversight?

Probably 
No

14.9%

DK/NA
10.0%

Definitely 
No

17.3%

Definitely Yes
23.4%

Probably Yes
34.5%

Total Support
57.9%
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Q6. Support for Different Rates
Likely November 2022 Voters

Annual Tax

19.7%

31.4%

47.6%

29.5%

29.9%

22.2%

0%

67%

$128 $85 $42

Probably Yes
Definitely Yes

49.2% 61.3% 69.9%
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Q7. Features of the Measure: Fire Stations
Likely November 2022 Voters

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

D. Upgrade fire stations to ensure rapid emergency
response times

A. Upgrade fire stations ensuring operation during
earthquakes and natural disasters

E. Upgrade fire stations to accommodate modern fire-
fighting and life-saving emergency medical equipment

35.5%

37.8%

37.9%

32.1%

29.9%

31.6%

16.9%

16.6%

16.8%

5.8%

4.2%

3.9%

7.8%

9.2%

7.5%

1.9%

2.4%

2.4%

Much more likely Somewhat more likely No effect Somewhat less likely Much less likely DK/NA

69.5%

67.7%

67.6%
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Q7. Features of the Measure: Storm Drains 
and Streets
Likely November 2022 Voters

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

M. Repair and maintain storm drains to prevent water
pollution

L. Reduce pollutants flowing into the Bay

K. Repair deteriorating storm drains to prevent system
failure and sinkholes

C. Repair deteriorating storm drains to prevent flooding
and water pollution

N. Fix potholes and maintain local streets and roads

32.3%

34.8%

35.6%

36.6%

44.9%

32.4%

27.1%

35.6%

30.7%

33.1%

17.7%

20.1%

14.3%

16.3%

10.9%

4.9%

5.8%

5.7%

4.0%

3.6%

9.3%

9.0%

7.4%

10.0%

5.9%

3.4%

3.2%

1.5%

2.4%

1.7%

Much more likely Somewhat more likely No effect Somewhat less likely Much less likely DK/NA

78.0%

67.3%

71.2%

61.9%

64.7%
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Q7. Features of the Measure: Parks
Likely November 2022 Voters

0% 50% 100%

P. Improve neighborhood parks and playgrounds for safe,
clean places to play

O. Improve neighborhood parks, ballfields and playgrounds
for safe, clean places to play

32.0%

37.8%

30.1%

21.9%

21.1%

20.6%

5.3%

6.7%

7.8%

11.1%

3.7%

1.9%

Much more likely Somewhat more likely No effect Somewhat less likely Much less likely DK/NA

59.7%

62.1%
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Q7. Features of the Measure: Library
Likely November 2022 Voters

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

I. Improve library space for additional books, materials and
quiet reading areas

F. Upgrade the San Bruno library to provide safe, clean
restrooms and accessibility for people with disabilities

B. Modernize the San Bruno Library for children, teen,
adult and senior services and programs

G. Bring San Bruno library facilities up to modern
earthquake and safety standards

H. Improve the public library to provide better access to
computers, the Internet, and other research and learning

technologies

J. Increase library space for children's literacy programs,
reading, studying and homework centers

24.4%

27.5%

27.8%

29.1%

29.9%

32.3%

28.5%

27.2%

28.8%

26.7%

29.2%

25.6%

23.1%

25.0%

22.0%

24.3%

18.3%

19.3%

7.6%

5.6%

7.9%

7.0%

8.6%

7.6%

13.9%

12.3%

11.4%

10.0%

11.8%

12.0%

2.5%

2.3%

2.0%

2.9%

2.0%

3.2%

Much more likely Somewhat more likely No effect Somewhat less likely Much less likely DK/NA

57.9%

59.1%

55.8%

56.6%

54.7%

52.9%
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Q8. Informational Statements I
Likely November 2022 Voters

Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: 
“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, and “No Effect” = 0.

0 1 2

J. The measure will protect water quality in local creeks
and the Bay

E. Some fire stations are built on or near active
earthquake faults and need seismic reinforcement to…

O. In an emergency, seconds count. This measure will
help the City repair and rebuild dilapidated fire stations…

G. This measure will maintain fire protection throughout
San Bruno and better protect lives and property

C. The measure will require independent citizen
oversight, mandatory financial audits, and yearly…

F. San Bruno has the oldest fire stations in the County.
We must upgrade them to ensure our community gets…

A. The measure will give San Bruno local control over
local funds for local needs. The money cannot be taken…

P. For victims of heart attacks, strokes, accidents and
other emergencies, seconds can be the difference…

B. None of the money raised by the measure would be
used for City administrator salaries

1.08

1.10

1.12

1.12

1.15

1.16

1.21

1.26

1.26

No Effect Somewhat 
More  Likely

Much More  
Likely

69.0%

68.1%

Tier 1

Sample A
Sample B
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Q8. Informational Statements II
Likely November 2022 Voters

Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: 
“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, and “No Effect” = 0.

0 1 2

I. The City has a strong record of fiscal accountability,
including limiting expenses

D. Good libraries provide our youth and teens homework
centers and a safe place to go to keep away from gangs

and drugs

N. The measure will replace the library that has been
functionally obsolete since 1989 and cannot

accommodate current programs

H. We don't have enough parks, playgrounds and
ballfields for residents of all ages, compared to other
cities our size - and many of our neighborhood parks…

K. The measure ensures that the City can work to prevent
flooding that obstructs residents, police and emergency

response

L. The measure will repair storm drains so they comply
with a variety of laws, rules and regulations to protect

Bay water quality

M. The measure will upgrade fire stations and the library
that are more than 60 years old

0.86

0.89

0.96

0.98

1.02

1.03

1.06

No Effect Somewhat 
More  Likely

Much More  
Likely

Tier 2

65.9%

50.8%

Sample A
Sample B
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Q9. Second Test of Support for Bond Measure
Likely November 2022 Voters

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Initial Test

Second
Test

23.4%

24.2%

34.5%

34.8%

14.9%

15.8%

17.3%

18.5%

10.0%

6.8%

Definitely Yes Probably Yes Probably No Definitely No DK/NA

59.0%

Shall City of San Bruno adopt a 
measure to:
• upgrade fire stations ensuring 

operation during earthquakes/ 
natural disasters;

• modernize the San Bruno 
Library for children, teen, adult 
and senior services/ programs; 

• improve neighborhood parks, 
ballfields and playgrounds for 
safe, clean places to play; and

• repair deteriorating storm 
drains to prevent flooding and 
water pollution;

by authorizing $124 million dollars 
in bonds, at legal rates, levying 3 
cents per $100 assessed value 
while bonds are outstanding, 
generating $6.6 million dollars 
annually, with citizen oversight?

57.9%
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Q10. Critical Statements
Likely November 2022 Voters

Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: 
“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, and “No Effect” = 0.

0 1 2

A. Public employee salaries, benefits and pensions are
out of control. They need to contain costs, cut waste and
do a better job with taxpayer money that they already get

B. We just voted four years ago to impose an extra sales
tax in the city. Now they want to impose this new property

tax

D. The City is getting so much money from new
development and big companies, we don't need to tax

residents too

E. Other local property tax increases will be on the same
ballot, we can't afford all of these new taxes

C. With rising gas prices, growing inflation and the
ongoing COVID-19 crisis, now is the wrong time to

increase taxes

0.82

0.88

0.94

0.95

0.98

No Effect Somewhat 
More  Likely

Much More  
Likely

Tier 1

57.2%

49.9%
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Q11. Third Test of Support for Bond Measure
Likely November 2022 Voters

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Initial Test

Third Test

23.4%

20.6%

34.5%

31.4%

14.9%

17.0%

17.3%

22.8%

10.0%

8.3%

Definitely Yes Probably Yes Probably No Definitely No DK/NA

52.0%

Shall City of San Bruno adopt a 
measure to:
• upgrade fire stations ensuring 

operation during earthquakes/ 
natural disasters;

• modernize the San Bruno 
Library for children, teen, adult 
and senior services/ programs; 

• improve neighborhood parks, 
ballfields and playgrounds for 
safe, clean places to play; and

• repair deteriorating storm 
drains to prevent flooding and 
water pollution;

by authorizing $124 million dollars 
in bonds, at legal rates, levying 3 
cents per $100 assessed value 
while bonds are outstanding, 
generating $6.6 million dollars 
annually, with citizen oversight?

57.9%

Average 2nd + 3rd Tests = 55.5%
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Q12. Support for Commercial Real Estate 
Property Transfer Tax Measure
Likely November 2022 Voters

To maintain critical city services and 
improve city facilities, shall a measure 
be adopted establishing San Bruno as 
a Charter City and establishing an 
ongoing 1 percent commercial real 
estate property transfer tax, paid by 
buyers or sellers of commercial 
property, exempting single family 
homes and multi-family buildings up 
to, and including, 4 units, providing 
an estimated $1 million dollars 
annually, all benefiting San Bruno? 

Probably 
No

13.5%

DK/NA
13.7%

Definitely 
No

17.5%

Definitely Yes
24.1%

Probably Yes
31.3%

Total Support
55.4%



Page 21
May 2022

Q13. Support for Amendment to Rotate Mayor 
Position Among Council Members
Likely November 2022 Voters

Shall the City of San Bruno Municipal 
Code be amended to repeal the direct 
election of the Mayor and rotate the 
Mayor position among Council 
Members?

Probably No
19.4%

DK/NA
22.4%

Definitely No
25.6%

Definitely Yes
14.5%

Probably Yes
18.0%

Total Support
32.5%
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Q14. Support for Amendment to Establish Term 
Limits for Council Members and Mayor
Likely November 2022 Voters

Shall the City of San Bruno Municipal 
Code be amended to limit service on 
the City Council to three consecutive 
4-year terms, thereby establishing a 
limit of 12 consecutive years for all 
councilmembers and the mayor?

Probably 
No

9.8%

DK/NA
16.7%

Definitely 
No

7.8%

Definitely Yes
35.6%

Probably Yes
30.0%

Total Support
65.6%
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Q15. Fourth Test of Support for Bond Measure
Likely November 2022 Voters

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Initial Test

Fourth
Test

23.4%

21.4%

34.5%

32.5%

14.9%

15.5%

17.3%

19.8%

10.0%

10.8%

Definitely Yes Probably Yes Probably No Definitely No DK/NA

53.9%

Shall City of San Bruno adopt a 
measure to:
• upgrade fire stations ensuring 

operation during earthquakes/ 
natural disasters;

• modernize the San Bruno 
Library for children, teen, adult 
and senior services/ programs; 

• improve neighborhood parks, 
ballfields and playgrounds for 
safe, clean places to play; and

• repair deteriorating storm 
drains to prevent flooding and 
water pollution;

by authorizing $124 million dollars 
in bonds, at legal rates, levying 3 
cents per $100 assessed value 
while bonds are outstanding, 
generating $6.6 million dollars 
annually, with citizen oversight?

57.9%
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Conclusions

 The bond measure as-tested does not appear viable this year at the 
required 2/3 voter approval threshold

 Residents are price-sensitive as regards a potential future bond 
measure

 Strong majorities of voters do prioritize important capital 
improvements

 San Bruno residents prioritize funding for streets and roads, fire 
stations, storm drains, parks and libraries, in that order

 Commercial transfer tax/Charter measure is viable for 2022; slight 
adjustments might be recommended to the ballot language
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